Dental research in Iran-a toddler with high growth rate in recent years

ABSTRACT

Although over the past two decades, scientific publications in Iran have considerably increased their medical science content, little is known about Iranian dental research productivity. The aim of this study was to determine the annualized growth rate of Iranian originated scientific dental literature accompanied by each discipline, and female contributions. Moreover, the extent of international collaborations, publishing in open access journals, and effect of per capita on the research productivity were also assessed. The Iranian dental articles from January 1967 to April 2009 were recruited from Thomson Science Citation Index Expanded and Pub Med databases. Annualized growth rate, female contribution, and international collaborations were extracted from data. Furthermore, Pearson correlation analysis was used to evaluate the effect of per capita in this regards.  
The growth rate of Iranian dental publications rose from 10.96 in 1996 till 2000, to 44.95 in 2004 till 2008 and female contribution showed 19% increase in 2008 comparing to 2000. The results also showed 30% interest in publishing in open access journals. Research status of dentistry in Iran as a major branch of medical research which has its own special characteristics naturally bonded to science, clinical practice technology and even art, shows great stride.  
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